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Abstract

Marginality is an expression of dysfunctions in a system, illustrated by the existence of disparities of all kind. On the other hand, marginality is almost inevitable as inequalities are inherent in humans: intellectual capacity, education, experience and information status vary from one individual and from one society to another. It is, however, not a permanent situation, and it holds a potential for improvement.

This keynote paper first dwells on the necessity to include spiritual as well as material factors into our considerations. Its chief message is to draw attention to two fields that have only rarely been treated in marginality studies: Human Rights, and the ecosystem. The two are closely linked through the concept of values that guide our actions. The paper thus emphasizes the importance of our (moral) responsibility.
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Abstract

The first of the Millennium Development Goals is the eradication of extreme poverty and hunger, based on the reduction of the number of people living on less than one dollar per day. The subsequent goals (universal primary education, gender equality and empowerment of women, and so on) have a direct link with this primary aim. Poverty cannot, however, be expressed solely by the amount of money a person earns but has to be looked at from a wider perspective.

The paper first examines the issue from the point of view of factors favouring poverty and from the concept of basic needs. This discussion is followed by an examination of the contribution microfinance services can furnish to reduce poverty, or – better – to improve life chances, and offer at least a number of people the possibility to improve their conditions of survival. It centres on microcredits but includes references to other aspects of this new and yet old system of financing.

